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CIA ‘must be Watched,’ |
Woodward warns here

By Don Terry € \¥

The Centrel Intelli enc
csn be"a poweriul tool of US.
policy or an out-of-control locomo-
tive——cither way it must “"always be

Chicago to promote his new book
on the agency. “It went off the
tracks in the "70s and '80s. The C1A
is supposed to prevent wars, not
start them.”

During the reign of the late Wil-

“Casey casis a giant shadow over
the worid,"” Woodward said. “Casey
was & prime backer of Lhe Iran
arms sale, which we now see com-
ing home to rooss. ... His legacy
was basically negative.”

w::;ﬁ journalist Bob Wood. liam ‘C-?a.A “probably tll:e most Woodward s%e.m four y::du writ-
w id Monday. power{u irector in history,” ing a book on the agency Casey
“The CIA can go off the tracks,” the agency was derailing sround called Veil: The Secret Wars of the
Woodward seid during » visit o the globe, Woodwerd said. ClA 1981-1987.
T T e ‘The Washington Post editor and
Wheaton native described Casey
Monday ss “the lsat buccaneer.”

“Casey believed in action and
taking risks,” Woodward said. “He
was a great rivk teker. He had 2
blueprint (or the wordd.”

Casey’s int has dome a lot
of damage, Woodward soid. The
contrs war in Nicsragua—where
thousands of civilians have been

killed—was Casey’s war, and many
of the violent tzoubles in the Mid-
die Esst can be traced back to CIA
miscues, he said.

But Woodward's view of Casey is
not entirely negative. He said
there's much o res; about the
late director. Woodward eaid he
conducted more than four doeen
integviews with Casey and consid-
ered him "‘the most interesting man
in the Reagan adminstration.”

Casey, an intelligence officer in
World Wor 11, brought an intellec-
tusl breadth aod encrgy to the job
often lacking in the pest, he said.
And Casey helped improve the
CIA's image from that of a combat-
shy collection of paper pushers te
an agency of action.

Hul he went 100 faz, for he broke

‘the law, Woodward said.

Veil » 500 peges long, but most
discussions sbout the book have
ignored the first 498 peges ond
focused on its controversial end-
ing—Woodward's last interview '
with Casey in the hospital room of
the gravely ill direcior.

Woodward, 44, esaid he had to
have help getting peast the CIA
guards and into Cesey's room. He
refused to provide any details. Dur-
ing that interview, Casey admitted .
with a nod and a few words befurs
! he (ell asleep, thet he knew about '
!'the diversion of Irsnien arms sales —
money to the coniras, Woodwerd |
wrote in the book.
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